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0 R 1321252 AUG 81 
rn AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 
TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 1399 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRASH IA 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

US SOUTHCOH QUARRY HEIGHTS PN INTAFF 

[ASUNCION 3186 

E.O. 1 2065 : GOS: 8/18/37 (HCGU IRE, ROGER A. 1 OR-P 

TAGS: PINS, SHUN, SOCl, PA 

SUBJECT: PARAGUAY HUMAN RIGHTS UPDATE 

REF: A) ASUNCION 3083 (NOTAU ; B) CARACAS 8008 (NOT AL ) ; 0 ASUNCION 
3172 (NOTAL) 
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THOSE WHO ARE PERCEIVED BY THE STROESSNER REGIME TO BE 
POLITICAL OPPONENTS AND/OR ADVOCATES OF VIOLENT CHANGE HAVE 
BEEN ON THE UPSWING SINCE THE SOMOZA ASSASSINATION. THIS 
COMBINED WITH THE RELEASE OF BRITEX AND SOME MOVEMENT 
IN THE YORES’ CASE, INDICATES THAT THE OVERALL HUMAN RIGHTS 
PICTURE REMAINS A FAIRLY COMPLEX MIX OF SOME DETERIORATION 
WITH SPORADIC IMPROVEMENTS, END COMMENT. 

LANE 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 

Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 

C)Q Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 

Exemption^): 

Declassify: ( ) In Part In Full 

( ) Classify as __ ( ) Extend as_ ( ) Downgrade to 
Date Declassify on ~ _ Reason 


1. (7) THE TRAVEL SIN EXILE OF FORMER CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC LARTY 

(POC) PRESIDENT LUIS RESCH HAVE BEEN GIVEN CONSIDERABLE COVERAGE 
BY THE LOCAL PRESS. NEWSPAPER “ABC COLOR" REPORTED AUGUST 17 
THAT RESCK WAS DENIED PERMISSION TO ENTER PARAGUAY FROM BRAZIL 
AT CIUDAD PRES. STROESSNER ON AUGUST 16. ANOTHER ASUNCION DAILY, 
"HOY", CARRIED REPORT ON AUGUST 18 WHICH QUOTES RESCK’ S SON AS * 
STATING THAT LUIS RESCK HAD NEVER I N f ENDED TO ATTEMPT TO RE-ENTER 
PARAGUAY AND DISMISSING EARLIER REPORTS AS INCORRECT. “HOY* ARTICLE 
ALSO STATES THAT RESCH FAMILY DENIED REPORTS FROM CARACAS THAT 
RESCK HAD SAID THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT CAN ONLY BE REMOVED FROM 
POWER BY VIOLENT MEANS. 


2. (U) FRANCISCO RAMOS BRlTEZ, WHO HAD 8EEN ON A HUNGER 
STRIKE SINCE JULY 27, WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON OH AUGUST 17. 

HIS CELLMATE, REMIGIO GIMENEZ, HAS NOT BEEN RELEASED AND IS 
CONTINUING HIS HUNGER STRIKE. REPRESENTATIVES Of THE INTERNATIONAL 
RED CROSS WERE REPORTEDLY DENIED ACCESS TO GIMENEZ AND BRlTEZ 
LAST WEEK, BUT BOTH WERE VISITED BY THEIR WIVES. 

3. ^ACCORDING TO GOP SOURCES, HERNANOO SEVILLA, A REPORTER 
FOR “HOY”, OF SUPPOSED ARGENTINE NATIONALITY, RECENTLY WAS 
VISTED IN PRISON BY A UNITED NATIONS REPRESENTAT I VE, AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY GRANTED REFUGEE STATUS. WE EXPECT A RESOLUTION 
OF HIS CASE Wl THING THE NEXT TWO WEEKS. 

4. (U> THE ARRESTS OF NOYMEH AND PERL A YORE, ANO THEIR CONTINUED 
DETENTION WITHOUT CHARGES, HAVE RECEIVED DAILY COVERAGE IN THE 
ASUNCION PRESS. IT WAS REPORTEO THAT THE YORES WOULD BE BROUGHT 
BEFORE THE SUVREME COURT AND CHARGED UNOER THE CRIMINAL JUST I C 
SYSTEM ON AUGUST 16, BUT THEY DID NOT APPEAR ON THAT OATE. 

ON AUGUST 17 THE TWO SISTERS WERE MOVED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF 
INVESTIGATIONS, WHERE THEY HAD BEEN HELD INCOMMUNICADO, TO THE 
WOMEN'S PRE I SON. IT IS EXPECTED THAT THET WILL EVENTUALLY 8E 
CHARGED WITH VIOLATIONS OF LAW 209. WHICH COVERS SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES. ONE NEWSPAPER RAN A PHOTO OF WHAT THE DEPARTMENT 
OF INVESTIGATIONS DESCRIBES AS SUBVERSIVE LITERATURE 
CONFISCATED FROMTHE YORES’ LIBRARY, AND PRQMINETL Y DISPLAYED 
WERE WORKS BY THE GUEVARA AND MAO TSETUNG (ZEDANGl . 

5- ^ COMMENT: THE EMBASSY CANNOT REMEMBER ANYONE HAVING 
BEEN ACTUALLY TRIED UNOER LAW 209, ANO IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE 
YORES' CASE MAY DRAG ON FOR AT LEAST THE SHORT-TERM WITHOUT 
JUDICIAL RESOLUTION. HARASSMENT AND OCCASIONAL OETENTlON OF - 
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